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Biosolids, Riparian Enhancement and the Urban Interface

What do biosolids, riparian enhancement and 
the urban interface have in common? They’re 
all highlights from the PFLA 2013 forest �eld 
tour. You’d think, after 18 years of private for-
estry tours, we’d run out of interesting places 
to visit, but thanks to the organizing e�orts of 
Steve Lackey this year’s tour secured PFLA’s 
reputation for producing engaging and 
informative �eld tours year after year.

First stop: VIU Forest 

The 2013 tour kicked o� with a visit to the 
Vancouver Island University (VIU) forest 
where Jim Wilkinson welcomed the group 
to the tour and provided background info-
rmation about the 1,700 hectare forest (700 
ha Crown woodlot and 1,000 ha private land) 
managed by the VIU forestry department sin-
ce 1988 and composed of 78% Douglas-�r, 
11% lodge pole pine and 7% red alder.

After the introduction, participants split 
into three smaller groups to learn about 
Douglas-�r thinning, red alder with recedar 
underplanting and western white pine pla-
ntations. The three sites provided excellent 
opportunities for detailed discussion about 
planting, pruning, thinning and harvesting.

Right on schedule, we followed the forest trail 
through the stand of 90-year-old Douglas-�rs
and hopped back on the bus to head to our
next destination: the VIU biosolids demon-
stration site. Because poor soil conditions 
severely limit tree growth on some of the 
VIU forest sites project coordinators looked 
to the Regional District of Nanaimo’s 

abundant supply of municipal biosolids as an 
ecologically sensible way to improve forest 
health while diverting waste from the 
RDN’s land�ll.

Once we reached the site, organizers divided
the tour into three stops: a discussion of 
the untreated control site, info about disc 
trenching to enhance Douglas-�r growth 
on salal-dominated sites, and an overview 
of the biosolids program and the 
application process.

Thanks to research silviculturist, Ryan D’Anjou, 
participants received impressive amounts of 
detailed information, including: 

�r�� charts and graphs to compare data from 
the three sites

�r�� costs associated with the di�erent 
treatments

�r�� survival rates, height growth and site 
index estimates

�r�� stem diameter growth and crown 
diameter measurements 

For more information about the tour or the 
project, check out the PFLA blog or visit the 
VIU website.

Next stop: a visit to Centre Creek in the 
Englishman River watershed

A visit to Centre Creek on TimberWest prop-
erty in the Englishman River watershed made 
an ideal lunch spot. TimberWest recently par-
tnered with the Mid-Vancouver Island Habitat 

Enhancement Society (MVIHES), a local strea-
mkeeper group, to prepare and execute a 
riparian enhancement plan for Centre Creek.
Tour participants enjoyed sandwiches in the
shade while biologist and riparian manag-
ement expert, Dave Clough, explained the
planning process for the project. Faye Smith
from the MVIHES was also available to desc-
ribe the group’s participation in the Centre 
Creek project.

Last stop: Talking urban interface issues 
with Island Timberlands

It takes decades to grow a merchantable sta-
nd of timber. When your forest land is located 
right next door to some of Vancouver Island’s 
fastest growing communities, this leaves pl-
enty of time for community members and 
recreational enthusiasts — mountain bike 
clubs, equestrian riding groups, hikers, dog 
walkers — to grow attached to the land you 
intend to harvest. At a recently harvested 
site in the Englishman River watershed 
Kraig Urbanoski and Ken Epps, from Island 
Timberlands, talked with the group about 
some of the challenges and successes 
they’ve had working with communities 
in the urban interface.

A big PFLA thanks to all the organizers, tour 
hosts and participants who took time out of 
your busy schedules to join us. Check out our 
Facebook page for more tour photos.


